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Please Note: The effort to finalize and post the Nov. 2015 Open House Summary Report for Open 
House #4 was halted due to the project pause in 2016. The team resumed project efforts in 2021 in 
preparation for Open House #5, which presented similar information that was shared at Open House 
#4. Therefore, both Open House Summary Reports were posted at the same time. Due to significant 
changes in the regional transportation landscape since 2015, many of the comments from Open 
House #4 – and the responses to them – are no longer relevant. The Open House #4 Summary 
Report serves to document the November 2015 public meeting and reflects circumstances as they 
were in that moment in time. The public is encouraged to review the comment/response matrix in the 
Open House #5 Summary Report, which reflects the most current project information, as well as the 
current regional transportation landscape with regard to other regional projects, environmental and 
planning regulations, and relevant data available.   
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Open House Summary 

The Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority (Mobility Authority), in conjunction 
with the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), held an open house on 
Tuesday, November 10, 2015, at the Palmer Event Center, 900 Barton Springs 
Road, Austin, TX 78704. The purpose of the event was to provide a community 
update on the MoPac South Environmental Study to give residents an opportunity to 
review and provide input on operational configurations for the Express Lane(s) 
Alternative on approximately eight miles of MoPac from Cesar Chavez Street to 
Slaughter Lane. Displays of the project were available for public review from 3:00 
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. A virtual open house was available at www.MoPacSouth.com 
beginning October 21, 2015 and ending November 20, 2015. All of the handouts and 
meeting materials were available for download and review at the virtual open house, 
and participants were encouraged to provide their input online. 
 

Study Summary 
 

MoPac south of Cesar Chavez Street is a vital artery for Austin commuters and 
neighbors, as well as visitors to our region. Constructed between 1973 and 2013 as 
a four to six lane divided highway, it attracts up to 160,000 cars and trucks per day 
(Texas A&M Transportation Institute, 2020). Over time, expanding population as well 
as residential, retail, and commercial development in the corridor has led to 
increased traffic congestion, negatively impacting mobility and quality of life for the 
traveling public and adjacent neighborhoods.  
 
After the third open house on February 26, 2015, the Mobility Authority responded to 
the community’s call for more analysis of the Express Lane(s) Alternative connection 
to downtown and extended the project schedule to look at additional operational 
configurations. The configurations included: 
 

• One Express Lane + Downtown Direct Connection 

• One Express Lane without Downtown Direct Connection 

• Two Express Lanes + Downtown Direct Connection 

• Two Express Lanes without Downtown Direct Connection 

• Two Express Lanes + Elevated Ramps near Barton Skyway and Bee Cave 
Road 

• City of Austin Proposal 
 
All operational configurations include bicycle and pedestrian improvements to 
connect with existing City of Austin facilities and the Violet Crown Trail which provide 
a continuous bike/pedestrian system from downtown Austin to Slaughter Lane. 
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Notices and Public Outreach 
 

Electronic Newsletters and E-blasts 
Electronic newsletters/e-blasts were distributed to subscribers on: 

• November 5, 2015 (1,456 recipients);  

• October 12, 2015 (1,428 recipients);  

• September 10, 2015 (1,428 recipients);  

• May 12, 2015 (1,313 recipients);  

• May 2, 2015 (8,095 recipients-Interview with then Executive Director, Mike 
Heiligenstein); and  

• May 1, 2015 (8,147 recipients – Message from then Executive Director, Mike 
Heiligenstein).  

 
These publications updated the community on the progress of the MoPac South and 
MoPac Intersections studies, explained why the study period for MoPac South was 
extended, and invited people to attend the fourth MoPac South Open House on 
November 10, 2015, as well as participate in the virtual open house. Distribution was 
to businesses, neighborhood associations, homeowners’ associations, individuals 
and community groups who attended meetings, submitted business cards, and 
requested to receive the information.  
 
Copies of the e-newsletters and e-blasts are available in Attachment A. 
 
Additional Notifications/Outreach Efforts 
The Mobility Authority and TxDOT issued media alerts on October 27, 2015 and 
November 9, 2015 to 72 members of the media. 
 
An invitation to the open house was mailed to 46,000 property owners and 
businesses along the corridor from Cesar Chavez Street to Slaughter Lane. 
 
Display advertisements were printed in three newspapers: Community Impact 
Central Austin, Thursday, October 22, 2015; West Austin News, Thursday, October 
22, 2015; and Austin Chronicle, Friday, November 6, 2015. 
 
MoPac South articles were published in the Austin American Statesman online; 
Community Impact online; and in the Austin Monitor online. 
 
A meeting notice was distributed to stakeholder groups, partner agencies and 
community organizations. Notifications were published in the Austin Transportation 
Department’s “Austin Mobility go!” publication, Downtown Austin Alliance’s online 
newsletter, and the web pages of these organizations: West Austin Neighborhood 
Association (WANG), Keep MoPac Local, Save Our Springs, Tollroad News, Circle 
C Ranch HOA, and Keep Brodie Local.  
 
The Mobility Authority on October 12, 2015 sent out an email to 307 elected officials 
in a five-county region to inform them about the open house. 
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Announcements about the open house were posted on the Mobility Authority and 
TxDOT web pages. The Palmer Events Center also posted the information. 
 
A Twitter campaign ran from October 13, 2015 through November 20, 2015. These 
Tweets earned 9.7K impressions. One hundred and twenty people clicked, 
retweeted, replied, followed or liked the Twitter feed during the campaign. 
 
Examples of these notification and outreach efforts can be found in Attachment B. 
 

Open House Information 
 

Open House Date, Location, and Format 
The Mobility Authority and TxDOT held the open house on Tuesday, November 10, 
2015 at The Palmer Event Center, 900 Barton Springs Road, Austin, TX 78704. The 
open house was held in rooms 1 – 5 on the second level. The event was designed to 
be a casual, come-and-go format. Hours were 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Parking in the 
garage was free. 
 
Fifteen directional signs were posted on Riverside Drive and Barton Springs Road at 
various locations around the Palmer Event Center to guide people into the two 
parking garage entrances. Two team members greeted attendees just inside the 
front entryway and in the hallway, and signs directed them to the elevators and 
stairway to the meeting rooms. Two registration tables were stationed in front of the 
elevator. Greeters guided visitors to the display area, which began in the corridor 
outside the meeting rooms.  
 
Inside the meeting rooms, layouts and display boards were arranged on easels and 
tables. Attendees were encouraged to fill out comment and survey forms and leave 
them in a box stationed at the registration table. A court reporter was also available 
to take verbal comments. Study team members were available to provide 
information and assistance and to answer questions. Five television monitors 
showed videos demonstrating traffic simulations of the various configurations.  
 
The exhibits included:  

• Welcome 

• How to Submit Comments 

• Study Location 

• Anticipated Timeline 

• Purpose of the Open House 

• Community Input Was Incorporated 

• Public and Agency Outreach Activities to Date 

• Agencies and Their Roles in the Environmental Process 

• What Are We Trying to Do? (Project Purpose) 

• Project Goals and Objectives 

• What Problems Need to be Addressed (Project Need) 
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• Express Lanes 

• Dynamic Traffic Assignment Study 

• Dynamic Traffic Assignment Study Results 

• Which Operational Configuration Will Move Forward? 

• Operational Configurations 

• One Express Lane + Downtown Direct Connection 

• One Express Lane Without Direct Connection 

• Benefits of Providing Two Express Lanes in Each Direction 

• Two Express Lanes + Downtown Direct Connection 

• Two Express Lanes Without Downtown Direct Connection 

• Two Express Lanes + Elevated Rams Near Barton Skyway 

• City of Austin Proposal 

• Connections to Downtown 

• Travel Times (2035) 

• Bike and Pedestrian System 

• Environmental Studies Threatened and Endangered Species 

• Cultural Resources 

• Historic Resources 

• Water Quality 

• Barton Creek 

• Capitol View Corridors 

• Traffic Noise 

• Next Steps 

• MoPac South Trail Enhancement Opportunities Along the Project Corridor 

• Open House #3 Survey Results Summary 
 
Each operational configuration was depicted with a layout/map, renderings, 
description, travel times, required right-of-way and a cost estimate. Copies of the all 
exhibits can be found in Attachment C. 
 
Representatives from Capital Metro and the Mobility Authority were there with table 
displays to answer questions about other transportation projects. 
 
Registration and handouts 
Attendees were asked to sign in and were provided the following handouts: 
 

• Room Layout 

• Comment Form 

• Community Survey 

• Virtual Open House Flyer 

• Fact Sheet 

• Public Input Summary 

• Dynamic Traffic Assignment Study Overview 

• Sign Up for Updates Form 
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Handout materials are included in Attachment D. 
Photos of the open house are in Attachment E. 
 
Attendance 
One hundred and eighty people (180) registered at the event. Registration forms are 
included in Attachment F. 
 
Virtual Open House 
The Mobility Authority made a virtual open house available at 
www.MoPacSouth.com from October 21, 2015 through November 20, 2015 for 
those who wanted more time to view the exhibits and handouts. The results included 
approximately 10,323 webpage views and 1,820 users during this period. For the 
analysis of the data, see Attachment G. 
 
Community Survey 
Seventy-eight (78) people filled out community surveys. Twenty (20) were completed 
at the open house and fifty-eight (58) were submitted at an Austin High School 
meeting. Survey forms and results from the online survey are included in 
Attachment H. 
 
Public Comments 
The public comment period ran from October 11, 2015 through November 20, 2015. 
During this time, comments could be submitted by mail, email, online at 
www.MoPacSouth.com, by fax or at the open house. Attendees at the open house 
were invited to leave their completed comment forms in a box provided at the 
registration table or verbalize their comments to a court reporter. The deadline to 
receive comments was November 20, 2015 at midnight. 
 
One thousand five hundred and thirty-five (1,535) people provided comments either 
at the event by filling out comment forms (36), online via Web Mail (53), Virtual Open 
House (114), court reporter (5), hand delivered (118), email (1,122) or USPS mail 
(84). Three (3) comments were made via fax.  
 

Some of the themes expressed in the comments were: 
 

• Many people wanted to know where they would be able to enter and exit the 

Express Lanes. Several people were particularly interested in how they could 

access the Express Lanes from Bee Cave Road. 

• Many people disliked the elevated direct connections from the MoPac South 

Express Lanes to downtown based on concerns that they would adversely 

impact adjacent neighborhoods, Zilker Park and Lady Bird Lake. 

• Many expressed concern that added capacity would turn MoPac into a by-

pass for I-35 traffic. 
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• Many people would like to see this project provide more access to transit, 

including additional Park-and-Ride locations. 

• Many people expressed concern for the area’s sensitive environmental 

features, including Water Quality, Parklands, Wildlife, and Vegetation. 

• Several people expressed concerns that the elevated direct connection to 

downtown would be both visually unappealing and create additional traffic 

noise and encouraged the team to consider an alternative to the elevated 

structure. 

• Several comments expressed a desire to see more capacity added quickly.  

• Several people expressed an opposition to tolling and the interest in removing 

tolls on SH 130 to divert some traffic and reduce congestion. 

• Some people expressed concerns about how the proposed connections to 

downtown might impact access to and from Austin High School. 

• Some people expressed a desire to make any connections from the MoPac 

South Express Lanes to downtown attractive. 

• Some comments expressed a desire for direct access to Loop 360 from the 

Express Lanes. 

• Many commenters expressed positive feedback regarding the proposed 

relocation of the southbound Bee Cave Road exit ramp because the current 

condition is viewed as dangerous and the change would benefit users who 

currently have to negotiate the three-lane shift in order to turn right on Bee 

Cave Road.   

• Some people would like to see a third general purpose lane in each direction 

added to the corridor south of William Cannon Drive. 

 
Comments (Forms, Web Mail, Virtual Open House, court reporter, email, hand-
delivered, and USPS Mail) are available in Attachment I and Attachment J.   
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Topic Response for OH #4 Comments 2016 

#1: SAFETY 

#1 Safety In addition to the design that was initially presented at the February 2015 Open House; the study team is looking at six different operational configuration options for the Express Lane(s) Alternative, including options that do not require elevated lanes over Lady 
Bird Lake. The Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority (Mobility Authority) and the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) are working with the City of Austin and the Austin Independent School District to ensure that those configurations are as safe and 
efficient as possible. 

Several improvements, which would be included in any of the operational configuration options, are proposed to minimize weaving and to improve safety. These include: 

• Added a flyover at US 290  

• Added a new collector-distributor road from Barton Skyway to Loop 360 

• Added a south to north Texas Turnaround at Barton Skyway 

• Lengthened the Texas Turnaround at Loop 360 to increase capacity 

• Reconfigured the southbound exit ramp to RM 2244/Bee Cave Road 

• Made ramp improvements at William Cannon Drive 

• Added a third southbound general-purpose lane south of William Cannon Drive  

• Extended the left turn lane at Lake Austin Boulevard 

• Added more bike/pedestrian facilities throughout the corridor 

In addition, each operational configuration includes one or two express lane(s), which is intended to keep traffic in the express lane(s) free- flowing.  Emergency response vehicles, as well as public transit buses, vanpools and drivers who choose to use the 
express lane(s), will be provided a faster and more reliable trip. Like any highway lane, the amount of disruption that results from a collision in the express lane(s) would depend on the severity of the crash. The appropriate emergency protocol would be 
implemented to re-direct express lane traffic. The City of Austin is responsible for incident management in downtown Austin, including on Cesar Chavez Street. The Austin Traffic Management Center uses a traffic management system to facilitate traffic 
operations throughout the downtown core and beyond. This system includes technologies such as cameras that provide real-time information on traffic conditions as well as remotely operated traffic signals.  See https://austintexas.gov/department/arterial-
management for more information. 

The Mobility Authority operates a Traffic & Incident Management (TIM) Center which affords it the ability to monitor facilities and coordinate resources for incident management and maintenance, enabling efficient responses to crashes and other interruptions 
to traffic flow. If constructed, the MoPac South Express Lane(s) would be monitored through the TIM Center, enhancing safety and operations on the corridor.  

ALTERNATIVES AND OPERATIONAL CONFIGURATIONS 

#2 Alternatives Considered 

#2 Alternatives 
Considered 

General Purpose Lanes, High Occupancy Vehicle Lane(s) (HOV), Transit Only Lane(s) and Express Lane(s) were evaluated along with Transportation Demand Management (TDM) and Transportation System Management (TSM) and the No-Build Alternative. The 
Express Lane(s) Alternative is the reasonable alternative because it performs best at providing a reliable route for all roadway users, including emergency vehicles, public transit and single occupancy vehicles. 

No-Build Alternative: 

The National Environmental Policy Action (NEPA) requires the consideration of taking no action (No-Build Alternative) in the development of an Environmental Assessment (EA). The No-Build Alternative assumes that the proposed MoPac South Project would 
not be built but does assume all other transportation improvements as programmed in the CAMPO 2040 Plan. The No-Build Alternative is considered the baseline Alternative and will be compared to the Build Alternative in the EA.  

TDM/TSM: 

Strategies such as carpooling, rideshare and work schedule modifications are known as travel demand management (TDM) improvements. Low cost operational improvements such as ramp reconfigurations, added auxiliary lanes and intersection turn lanes are 
known as transportation system management (TSM) strategies. TDM and TSM improvements alone do not meet the purpose and need for the project. However, several TDM/TSM strategies were incorporated into the project based on input from stakeholders. 
These include: 

• Added a flyover at US 290  

• Added a new collector-distributor road from Barton Skyway to Loop 360 

• Added a south to north Texas Turnaround at Barton Skyway 

• Lengthened the Texas Turnaround at Loop 360 to increase capacity 

• Reconfigured the southbound exit ramp to RM 2244/Bee Cave Road 

• Made ramp improvements at William Cannon Drive 

• Added a third southbound general-purpose lane south of William Cannon Drive  

• Extended the left turn lane at Lake Austin Boulevard 

• Added more bike/pedestrian facilities throughout the corridor 

The use of carpooling and schedule modification are on the rise in Austin, but it is incumbent upon the individual and/or employer to make use of commuter programs. The Metro Ride Share Program offered by Capital Metro is one of several options a 
commuter can use (http://www.capmetro.org/rideshare/). In addition, there are a variety of private transportation providers that offer ridesharing options (such as Uber, and Lyft). 

https://austintexas.gov/department/arterial-management
https://austintexas.gov/department/arterial-management
http://www.capmetro.org/rideshare/
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Topic Response for OH #4 Comments 2016 

HOV Lane(s): 

Although HOV Lane(s) meet the Purpose and Need for the project, they are not recommended for several reasons:  

• Approximately 70 percent of the peak period commuters on MoPac are single occupancy vehicles; HOV Lane(s) would exclude these travelers from the opportunity for reliable travel times. 

• Research revealed that on roads where HOV access is limited to vehicles with three or more passengers, the lanes are under-utilized. Conversely, when HOV access is granted to any vehicle with two or more passengers, the lanes are over-utilized. 
When compared to Express Lane(s), HOV Lane(s) do not offer the same level of travel time benefits to travelers using the general-purpose lanes because Express Lane(s) manage traffic flow such that they are not under or over-utilized.  

• There is no reliable electronic enforcement technology to ensure single-occupant vehicles do not enter the HOV Lane(s). Enforcement is costly. 

The Texas A&M Transportation Institute reported in Spring 2013 that Departments of Transportation in Texas and across the country have converted or plan to convert HOV lanes to either Express Lanes or High Occupancy Toll lanes because HOV lanes do not 
sufficiently address congestion. 

Transit Only Lane(s): 

Transit Only Lane(s) are not recommended for many of the same reasons that HOV Lane(s) are not recommended. However, regional commuter rail and urban rail are being studied under a separate project called Project Connect, and the Lone Star Rail District 
is currently conducting an environmental study to build passenger rail. See the Rail Transit (#54) response for more information about these alternative modes of transportation. See the Bus Transit (#17) response for more information about MoPac South and 
Capital Metro’s bus transit services. 

General Purpose Lanes vs. Express Lane(s): 

General purpose lanes are not recommended because, even if public funding were available to construct them, latent traffic demand would quickly fill these lanes, resulting in congestion long-term. Latent demand is a term used to describe the universe of 
drivers that would use a particular highway but, due to congestion, choose to take other routes or travel at different time. This well-documented phenomenon demonstrates that simply adding capacity to congested highways will not improve congestion or 
reliability over the long term. Although added capacity may initially decrease congestion, drivers who would normally use other routes, travel during different times, or use other modes of transportation change their patterns to fill the newly added capacity, 
quickly degrading the level of service to, or close to, pre-construction levels. The same congestion challenges tend to reappear in a few years. The approach to solving congestion by simply adding lanes is not sustainable and has not proven to be effective in 
managing traffic and promoting transit.  

If another general-purpose lane was added to MoPac, it would fill up with traffic just like MoPac today. Even adding two general-purpose lanes in each direction would not sufficiently address congestion issues on the corridor during the morning and evening 
peak periods in 2035.  Adding one general-purpose lane would have even less impact. Adding one general-purpose lane and one express lane in each direction instead of adding two express lanes in each direction would reduce the capacity and operational 
efficiency of the proposed express lanes, without adding appreciable improvement in speed or reduction in delay on the general-purpose lanes. Express lanes in other states have proven to be successful at managing congestion over the long term. 

Express Lane(s): 

The Express Lane(s) Alternative is the reasonable alternative for the following reasons: 

• It is consistent with the CAMPO 2035, Project Connect, Imagine Austin, City of Austin 2014 Strategic Mobility Plan, and TxDOT 2015-18 STIP. 

• It offers reliable travel times for single occupancy vehicles, high occupancy vehicles, vanpools, public transit buses and emergency vehicles. 

• It provides the shortest peak period travel time for all vehicles. 

• It provides the greatest annual travel time savings for all users compared to the No Build, HOV lanes and transit only lanes alternatives. 

• It avoids unnecessary impacts to the natural and human environment and avoids and minimizes impacts to water quality. 

• It increases opportunities for transit and ridesharing and includes new bicycle and pedestrian facilities. 

A technical memorandum will be published as part of the EA, which describes the methodology used to evaluate HOV Lane(s), Transit-only Lane(s), Express Lane(s) and General-Purpose Lanes and TSM and TDM options.   

#3: Transpor-
tation Funding, 
the Mobility 
Authority & 
Tolling 

Rapid regional growth has put pressure on the transportation network in Central Texas, resulting in demand for solutions to congestion challenges and improvements to serve the growing region. Toll funding allows transportation projects to be built more 
quickly than is possible under the traditional gas-tax-funded, pay-as-you-go approach, because toll projects receive full funding commitments prior to construction start. The Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (CAMPO) is responsible for 
determining how transportation projects are funded. Both the previous MTP (CAMPO 2035) and current MTP (CAMPO 2040) have included tolling as a funding source for MoPac South improvements. As additional transportation funding becomes available, 
CAMPO may elect to alter the funding plan for MoPac South. The Mobility Authority works closely with TxDOT to implement projects identified in the MTP and STIP and is developing the MoPac South Environmental Study cooperatively with Capital Metro, 
Travis County and other local partners.  

The Mobility Authority is an independent government agency created in 2002 to improve the transportation system in Williamson and Travis counties. The Mobility Authority would operate the express lane(s) on the MoPac South project. The express lane(s) 
would feature all-electronic tolling and would be collected via electronic tag accounts (like TxTag) or through the Pay By Mail program.  A customer’s tag account information is not disclosed to third parties without the customer’s consent except as permitted by 
law and under the policies of TxDOT. 

Express lane(s) are special, barrier-separated lanes that are designed to remain congestion-free. They utilize variable toll pricing to manage the number of vehicles entering the lane(s). This is accomplished by increasing the toll when traffic is heavy and lowering 
it when traffic is light. Variable toll pricing is intended to keep traffic in the express lane(s) free-flowing at any given time, giving public transit buses, vanpools, emergency response vehicles and drivers who choose to use the express lane(s) a faster and more 
reliable trip. Electronic signs display the current rates, so drivers know the price before deciding whether to enter the express lane(s). Express lane(s) are toll-exempt for public transit buses, registered van pools, and emergency vehicles, providing them with a 
reliable, uncongested, non-stop route to their destination. The primary goal of variable toll pricing is not to generate revenue, but to keep the express lane(s) free flowing as much as possible. 

The Mobility Authority has two ways to finance capitals projects: debt issuance and pay-as-you-go (including governmental grants) financing. Each of these capital financing methods has benefits and drawbacks. Debt financing allows infrastructure to be 
delivered when it’s needed and spreads the cost over the useful life of the asset. This allows the agency to advance multiple projects at the same time. Pay-As-you-go financing ensures future funds are not tied up in servicing debt payments. It allows for greater 
budget transparency and avoids risk of default. However, Pay-as-you-go financing means long wait times for new infrastructure and a single large project may exhaust an agency’s entire budget for capital projects for multiple years. The Mobility Authority and 
its team of financial advisors study all financing methods when developing projects and choose the appropriate method to get the much-needed infrastructure on the ground.   
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Topic Response for OH #4 Comments 2016 

See the Environmental Justice (#36) response for more information about the how the EA will consider the effects of tolling on low-income and minority populations. 

#4: Operational Configurations 

#4: Operational 
Configuration 
Options 

In addition to the proposed Express Lane(s) Alternative schematic that was initially presented at the February 2015 Open House (Open House #3); the study team is looking at different operational configuration options for the Express Lane(s) Alternative, 
including options that do not require elevated lanes over Lady Bird Lake. The operational configuration options were developed based on input from stakeholders, including the City of Austin, the City of Rollingwood, Capital Metro, TxDOT, Austin High School, 
and others. All operational configuration options were developed to address the Purpose and Need of the project. The Mobility Authority and TxDOT will continue to work with stakeholders including the City of Austin and the Austin Independent School District 
to ensure that those configurations are as safe and efficient as possible.  

Six operational configurations are under consideration:  

• One Express Lane + Downtown Direct Connection  

• One Express Lane without Downtown Direct Connection  

• Two Express Lanes + Downtown Direct Connection  

• Two Express Lanes without Downtown Direct Connection  

• Two Express Lanes + Elevated Ramps near Barton Skyway and Bee Cave Road  

• City of Austin Proposal  

Detailed information about these configurations were presented to the public at the November 10, 2015 Open House (Open House #4) and are available on http://www.mopacsouth.com/environmental/past-events.php. 

In terms of consistency with local and regional plans, the Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (CAMPO) adopts a metropolitan transportation plan (MTP) every five years. The CAMPO 2040 Plan was adopted by the CAMPO Policy Board on May 11, 
2015. The Plan describes the project as “2 Express Lanes in each direction” and includes the following note, “Study all options for the proposed MoPac South expansion including both 1 and 2 Express Lanes in each direction, as well as no-build.” It is typical for 
the description of projects in a MTP to be revised as a project advances through the NEPA process and detailed alternatives analyses are conducted.  

#5: 1 Express Lane vs. 2 Express Lanes 

#5: 1 Express 
Lane vs. 2 
Express Lanes 

The study team has looked at operational configuration options with one express lane in each direction as well as operational configuration options with two express lanes in each direction. There is sufficient right-of-way to add two express lanes in each 
direction along MoPac from Cesar Chavez Street to Slaughter Lane. While adding one express lane would significantly improve mobility, adding two express lanes would better meet the Purpose and Need of the project of providing reliable travel times for 
individual vehicles, transit and emergency first responders. 

• More than double the number of vehicles would be able to move through the express lanes if two lanes in each direction are provided instead of one. (FHWA, 2003) 

• Building two express lanes in each direction would increase the cost of the project by less than 10 percent over building only one express lane. Costs would be significantly higher to construct a second express lane in the future. 

• A second express lane would require an additional 24 feet of pavement. This would not significantly change the environmental impacts of the project. 

• The corridor would be disturbed again if a second express lane were to be constructed in the future, impacting the environment, traffic flow and neighboring homes and businesses. 

• With two express lanes, toll rates would be lower because more vehicles would be able to use them. 

• Facilities with two express lanes in each direction allow for more efficient and safer incident management. 

The conceptual layouts of the operational configurations shown as part of Open House #4 help demonstrate why there is only a minor difference in cost between building two express lanes in each direction versus one: 

• For all operational configurations, there is very little cost difference between one versus two express lanes between Bee Cave Road and Cesar Chavez Street, and along the southern 4,000 feet of the project corridor.   

• Even under the options involving one express lane in each direction, two-lane structures are still required over US 290. 

• Between US 290 and William Cannon, the median area is already paved so there is minimal difference in cost between one versus two lanes. 

Furthermore, it is assumed that the cost of tolling equipment would be similar whether building one express lane or two. 

#6: Direct Connectors 

#6: Direct 
Connectors 

Several operational configuration options – including those with no new elevated lanes – are being studied for improvements near West Austin, Zilker Park, Lady Bird Lake and Austin High School.  Providing a direct connection (flyover) to downtown is being 
considered because: 

• Forty percent of MoPac South traffic heads downtown in the morning. Fifty-one percent of traffic leaving downtown is heading for MoPac South. This traffic utilizes Cesar Chavez Street, 5th/6th Streets and Enfield Road.  

• A downtown connection would provide a more reliable trip for transit riders, emergency responders and drivers because it would eliminate the need to utilize the general-purpose lanes for any portion of the trip. 

• Direct connections into downtown would improve travel times for express lane drivers by up to 4 minutes in the morning and 10 minutes in the evening. 

• Direct connections into downtown reduce weaving in the general-purpose lanes, resulting in improved travel times for general-purpose lane drivers by up to 3 minutes in the morning and 7 minutes in the evening. 

If advanced, the elevation for the direct connection to downtown would begin approximately at Rollingwood Drive. In addition to downtown, elevated direct connections to/from the express lane(s) are being considered at other high-volume locations, such as 
US 290. 

See City of Austin Roadways (#52) response for more information about improvements to Cesar Chavez Street. 

http://www.mopacsouth.com/environmental/past-events.php
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#7: Connection of MoPac South to MoPac north of Cesar Chavez 

#7: Connection 
of MoPac South 
to MoPac north 
of Cesar Chavez 

The MoPac South project will be designed to transition seamlessly into the improvements being made to MoPac north of Cesar Chavez Street. All exit locations from the express lane(s) will be designed to provide required transition lengths for safe merging into 
the general-purpose traffic and on/off MoPac. 

#8: Access from Express Lane(s) to Cesar Chavez 

#8: Access from 
Express Lane(s) 
to Cesar Chavez 

Access between the express lane and Cesar Chavez Street varies among the different operational configuration options. 

• One/Two Express Lane + Downtown Direct Connection - Traffic going downtown from the express lane(s) would drop into its own lane and merge into the general-purpose lanes east of the Austin High School exit ramp. Traffic coming out of downtown 
would use the inside westbound lane to get onto the direct connector to MoPac southbound. 

• One/Two Express Lane without Downtown Direct Connection – Traffic going downtown would exit the express lane(s) north of Loop 360, merge to the outside lane and use the existing exit ramp for Cesar Chavez Street. Traffic coming out of 
downtown would use the Cesar Chavez Street entrance ramp to access the southbound general-purpose lanes and then merge to the inside lane to enter the southbound express lane(s) south of Barton Skyway. 

• Two Express Lanes + Elevated Ramps near Barton Skyway and Bee Cave Road - Traffic going downtown would use the elevated express lane exit ramp near Barton Skyway.  The elevated express lane exit ramp would drop into its own lane near Bee 
Cave Road and utilize the existing exit ramp for Cesar Chavez Street. Traffic coming out of downtown would use the Cesar Chavez Street entrance ramp to access the southbound general-purpose lanes and then utilize the elevated entrance ramp to the 
southbound express lane(s) near Bee Cave Road. 

City of Austin Proposal - Traffic going downtown would use the elevated express lane exit ramp near Barton Skyway. The elevated express lane exit ramp would drop into its on lane near Bee Cave Road and utilize the proposed exit ramp for Cesar Chavez Street. 
Traffic coming out of downtown would use the Cesar Chavez Street entrance ramp to the southbound collector-distributor lanes and then utilize the elevated entrance ramp to the express lanes. 

#9: Bee Cave Road 

#9: Bee Cave 
Road  

 

All configurations under consideration would provide the following access to/from MoPac and to/from Bee Cave Road: 

• Bee Cave Road to Southbound MoPac - Enter either the express lane(s) and the general-purpose lanes south of Barton Skyway  

• Bee Cave Road to Northbound MoPac - Take the non-signalized U-turn at Loop 360, enter the general-purpose lanes and then enter the northbound express lane(s) south of Barton Skyway or enter the northbound general-purpose lanes at Bee Cave 
Road and enter the express lane at FM 2222. Note: the northbound Bee Cave Road entrance ramp would remain the same in all configurations except the City of Austin Proposal. In the City of Austin Proposal, the entrance ramp would only be used for 
traffic with a destination downtown; drivers wanting to go north on MoPac would use the turnaround at Barton Skyway and use the Barton Skyway entrance ramp to go north on MoPac. 

• Southbound MoPac to Bee Cave Road - Exit the general-purpose lanes north of Bee Cave Road and take the southbound frontage road to Bee Cave Road or exit the express lane(s) south of Barton Skyway to the general-purpose lanes and then to the 
southbound frontage road north of Loop 360, take the non-signalized U-turn at Loop 360 to the northbound frontage road and follow to Bee Cave Road or exit the express lane at FM 2222 and travel along the general-purpose lanes to the Bee Cave 
Road exit. 

• Northbound MoPac to Bee Cave Road – Exit the general-purpose lanes at the Bee Cave Road exit where it exists today and take the northbound frontage road to Bee Cave Road or exit the express lane(s) north of Loop 360 into the general-purpose 
lanes, take the Bee Cave Road exit and follow the northbound frontage road to Bee Cave Road. 

The addition of a flyover at Bee Cave Road was evaluated.  While this would provide an improvement to the weaving that occurs for traffic exiting MoPac to westbound Bee Cave Road, it would produce a similar weaving conflict for southbound MoPac traffic 
that desires to use the turnaround at Bee Cave Road and access Barton Springs Road. This would also require TxDOT and land owner approval for driveway access modifications. The existing U-turn at Bee Cave Road provides non-signalized access from Barton 
Springs Road to northbound MoPac. A ramp directly from Barton Springs Road to northbound MoPac was not recommended because it would require right-of-way from parklands and historic resources (Botanical Gardens/Zilker Park Historic District) and could 
adversely affect these resources. 

Improvements to Bee Cave Road are outside the scope of this project. 

#10 Barton Skyway 

#10 Barton 
Skyway 

The Barton Skyway bridge would be reconstructed as part of the project to accommodate the additional capacity on MoPac. The existing bridge is not wide enough to accommodate a turnaround so a new structure is proposed to accommodate the U-turn lane 
from southbound MoPac to northbound MoPac. From the northbound frontage road there would be one left turn lane, one through lane and one through-right turn lane at Barton Skyway. 

The northbound entrance ramp at Barton Skyway was not recommended for removal because it is heavily used as a detour during Zilker Park events. In addition, an express lane(s) entrance/exit ramp was not recommended at Barton Skyway because there is 
not enough weave distance to allow cars to weave safely.  

#11: Loop 360 

#11: Loop 360 The southbound turnaround storage length at Loop 360 would be increased in all configurations. A new collector-distributor road is proposed at Loop 360 as part of all configurations. There are no improvements planned along Loop 360 as part of this project; 
however, a separate project is considering turn lane improvements at Loop 360. TxDOT is also in the early stages of a study along Loop 360 from Ben White to US 183.  For more information see http://www.txdot.gov/content/txdot/en/inside-
txdot/projects/studies/austin/loop-360.html/.  

http://www.txdot.gov/content/txdot/en/inside-txdot/projects/studies/austin/loop-360.html/
http://www.txdot.gov/content/txdot/en/inside-txdot/projects/studies/austin/loop-360.html/
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#12: Direct 
Connectors at US 
290 

Several improvements would be made at the MoPac / US 290 interchange. The existing MoPac northbound and southbound lanes over US 290 would be repurposed to serve as the project’s express lane(s). Subsequently, the project would construct new 
northbound and southbound general-purpose lanes over US 290.  A new express lane direct connector could potentially be added for eastbound US 290 to northbound MoPac and southbound MoPac to westbound US 290. The existing direct connectors at the 
MoPac / US 290 interchange would remain in place and continue to provide a direct connection between the general-purpose lanes (westbound US 290 to southbound MoPac; eastbound US 290 to northbound MoPac; northbound MoPac to eastbound US 290; 
and southbound MoPac to westbound US 290). 

#13 William 
Cannon Drive 

Improvements to William Cannon Drive are outside the scope of this project. 

#14: Adding a 3rd 
Lane south of 
William Cannon 
Drive 

A third southbound general-purpose lane between William Cannon Drive and Davis Lane would be incorporated into all operational configuration options for the Express Lane(s) Alternative. In addition, as a separate project in Fall 2015, TxDOT restriped the 
existing pavement to add an auxiliary lane on northbound MoPac from Davis Lane to William Cannon Drive.  

BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN FACILITIES / TRANSIT 

#15: Bicycle & 
Pedestrian 
Facilities 

The MoPac South project team is evaluating several possible enhancements to bicycle and pedestrian facilities in the project corridor, including a shared use path (SUP), improved sidewalks and cross street connections. All configurations under consideration 
include a continuous facility for non-motorized users (bicycles and pedestrians) from Lady Bird Lake to Slaughter Lane. The proposed SUP would be designed in accordance with the 2012 AASHTO Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities, the Fourth Edition. 
The standard width of a SUP is 10 feet wide. The SUP will be separated from traffic lanes by a buffer where feasible. Any additional landscaping enhancements would be considered during the project’s final design phase. The project team will continue to 
coordinate with bicycle and pedestrian stakeholders. Specific details of proposed bicycle and pedestrian improvements and their feasibility will continue to be evaluated. 

• Bicyclists and pedestrians would be able to cross Lady Bird Lake, under MoPac, on the Roberta Crenshaw Pedestrian Walkway as they do today. 

• The SUP adjacent to the Botanical Gardens would need to be reconstructed.  

• The City of Rollingwood suggested the inclusion of a SUP crossing on the northbound frontage road near Rollingwood Drive to allow for a designated crossing for those bicyclist and pedestrians accessing the SUP adjacent to the Botanical Gardens and 
MoPac. Safe pedestrian and bicycle access to Zilker Park would be enhanced. This improvement is included. 

• The proposed bicycle/pedestrian network between Lady Bird Lake and Barton Creek Mall includes facilities within the MoPac right-of-way on both east and west sides. A SUP is proposed for the east side, and the west side would be served by a 
sidewalk. Safe crossings from one side to the other would be provided at numerous locations for pedestrian and cyclists. An existing 8-foot-wide SUP is located at five locations between Barton Springs Road and Tuscan Terrace. The 8-foot sections range 
in length from 100 to 400 feet and have a retaining wall with a pedestrian rail that protect bicycles and pedestrians from any steep drop offs in the terrain. The SUP along the northbound frontage road would be 10 feet wide and at times connect to the 
existing 8-foot-wide SUP. 

• At Tuscan Terrace, a connection would be provided to the SUP that is currently being constructed at Loop 360 and Barton Creek. The SUP would continue beginning at the Gaines Ranch Loop turnaround along the northbound frontage road. From US 
290 to William Cannon, an 8-to-10-foot SUP would be provided with the SUP being 8 feet in locations where the ROW is a constraint. A new pedestrian bridge is proposed over the Williamson Creek Greenbelt. 

• From William Cannon, a 10-foot-wide SUP would be provided that will run along the northbound frontage road to Latta Drive where the SUP would connect to the Violet Crown Trail. The SUP would pick back up along the southbound main lanes north 
of Davis Lane and continue to Slaughter Lane. 

• The proposed SUP would connect to the beginning point of the Y at Oak Hill to Barton Creek (YBC) Trail.  The project team has held coordination meetings with the City of Austin to coordinate the location and status of their path improvements. 

• Between Convict Hill and Davis Lane, bike and pedestrian access will be along the Violet Crown Trail.  

The project team has received requests to continue the Violet Crown Trail on the west side of MoPac between Williamson Creek and William Cannon Drive / Brush Country Road, and add a shared use path along US 290. These improvements extend beyond the 
project limits of the MoPac South project.  See the Violet Crown Trail (#16) response for more information. 

#16: Violet 
Crown Trail 

The Violet Crown Trail (VCT) is a project of the Hill Country Conservancy. The first 6 miles were opened to the public in 2015, and the second segment is scheduled to be complete by the end of 2016. Construction has not yet started on the final segment. The 
bicycle and pedestrian accommodations included in the MoPac South project would tie into the Violet Crown Trail where feasible and would construct a portion of the trail if it is not already built by the time construction on MoPac South would begin. You can 
learn more about the VCT at http://hillcountryconservancy.org/land-projects/violetcrowntrail/. 

#17: Bus Transit Because the Mobility Authority's policy would allow Capital Metro’s public transit buses to drive on the express lane(s) without paying a toll, and the variable toll in the express lane(s) would be priced to maintain uncongested traffic flow, riding transit becomes 
a more viable alternative to driving alone. The study team is working closely with Capital Metro to determine appropriate locations for Park and Rides and to determine additional options for enhancing transit infrastructure in the corridor. As Austin's regional 
public transportation provider, Capital Metro would take the lead in the development of new public transportation options or incentives in the region. As a regional transportation partner, the Mobility Authority would support the efforts of Capital Metro along 
Mobility Authority projects. 

The Mobility Authority and Capital Metro are coordinating regarding both near-term and long-term Park and Ride infrastructure near MoPac South. Bus riders will benefit from reliable travel times on MoPac South; and when on city streets they would benefit 
from transit-priority strategies developed by the City of Austin and Capital Metro, particularly in the downtown area. 

 

 

TRAFFIC IMPACTS  

http://hillcountryconservancy.org/land-projects/violetcrowntrail/
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#18: Consistency 
with CAMPO 
2040 MTP 

The traffic analysis presented in the EA is required to be consistent with the currently approved Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP), which is the CAMPO 2040 Plan. The travel demand model used to generate travel forecasts relies upon CAMPO-approved 
population and employment forecasts, which are a part of the 2040 Plan.  Short-term trends in travel behavior notwithstanding, the EA is required to be consistent with the CAMPO 2040 Plan.  The operational traffic analysis used in the EA will consider peak 
period traffic in both the northbound and southbound directions and will be based on the CAMPO 2040 Plan. This analysis will examine all ramp operations and Express Lane movements, including the exit to Enfield Road. 

#19: Current 
Travel Time Data   

Recent Bluetooth travel time data, especially at the northern end of the MoPac South corridor, is likely to be somewhat influenced by MoPac Improvement Project (MIP) (Cesar Caesar Street to north of Parmer Lane) construction-related traffic congestion. 
However, peak period congestion on MoPac South pre-dates construction of the MIP.  The section of Loop 1 from US 183 to US 290, which includes about half of the MoPac South corridor, was ranked #27 on the 2013 Top 100 Most Congested Roadways in 
Texas, as published by the Texas A&M Transportation Institute in August 2013.  Construction activity on the MIP did not begin until late 2013. 

#20: Impacts to 
Downtown 
Traffic 

The Mobility Authority and CAMPO funded an additional study of the downtown street grid using a dynamic traffic assignment (DTA) analysis developed by the University of Texas at Austin Center for Transportation Research (CTR). The purpose was to analyze 
traffic impacts on the downtown area as a result of adding express lane(s) in various configurations to MoPac between Cesar Chavez Street and Slaughter Lane. The DTA study also showed that the addition of express lane(s) on MoPac would not adversely affect 
congestion on Austin’s downtown grid as a whole for any of the operational configurations evaluated. All operational configurations either present an overall improvement or result in overall negligible changes in travel times within the downtown network 
including Lamar Boulevard, South 1st Street, 5th Street, 6th Street, and Cesar Chavez Street.  

Regardless of operational configuration, the proposed project would improve downtown travel time in 2020 when compared to the No Build Alternative. 

• During the morning peak period (6 a.m. to 9 a.m.) travel times would be:  

o approximately two minutes faster in the downtown area overall when compared to the No Build Alternative 

o eastbound travel times on Cesar Chavez Street and 5th Street and northbound traffic on Lamar Boulevard and 1st Street/Lavaca Street would remain within one minute of the No Build Alternative 

• During the evening peak period (3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.) travel times would be:  

o approximately eight minutes faster in the downtown area overall when compared to the No Build Alternative 

o westbound travel times on Cesar Chavez Street and 6th Street and southbound traffic on Lamar Boulevard and 1st Street/Guadalupe Street would be 10 to 30 minutes faster than the No Build Alternative 

The technical report explaining the DTA results can be found at www.mopacsouth.com/environmental/past-events.php. 

#21: Impacts to 
Traffic in 
Surrounding 
Neighborhoods 

Several area-wide analyses were completed using the CAMPO 2035 Travel Demand Model and take into account the highways, arterials, and major collectors extending well beyond the corridor.  The roadway design of the project considers all roadways that 
connect to the frontage road and main lanes of MoPac. 

#22: Traffic 
Impacts of a I-
35-MoPac Loop 

Both the previous Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) (CAMPO 2035) and the current MTP (CAMPO 2040) assume the MoPac South, Oak Hill Parkway, and SH 45SW projects have been implemented.  Therefore, even though these projects are being studied 
independently, the impact of each project on the other is considered in the various analyses including indirect and cumulative impacts, air quality, and noise impacts.  In addition, each of these projects has independent utility, meaning each would benefit 
drivers and would be considered a reasonable expenditure, even if no additional transportation improvements in the area are made; therefore they are being studied independent of one another. If built, these projects could function as stand-alone 
improvements, even if other improvements in the area do not advance, or advance at a different schedule. 

#23: How do 
Express Lane(s) 
Benefit General 
Purpose Lane 
Traffic 

Express lane(s) would benefit traffic conditions in the general-purpose lanes in two ways. The express lane(s) would create a travel time advantage for transit vehicles, thereby making it a more attractive mode for commuters. More transit use would lead to 
reduced congestion in the general-purpose lanes with fewer vehicles on the roadway.  In addition, express lane(s) would allow for any excess capacity to be offered to all other motorists. Since some motorists not using transit or vanpools would choose to pay to 
use the express lane(s), demand for the use of the general- purpose lanes would be reduced, providing a measurable amount of relief in congestion. For these reasons, express lane(s) offer better travel time benefits during peak travel times to travelers in the 
general-purpose lanes when compared HOV Lane(s).    

Additional travel benefits include improvements to the general-purpose lanes. These include:  

• Added a flyover at US 290  

• Added a new collector-distributor road from Barton Skyway to Loop 360 

• Added a south to north Texas Turnaround at Barton Skyway 

• Lengthened the Texas Turnaround at Loop 360 to increase capacity 

• Reconfigured the southbound exit ramp to RM 2244/Bee Cave Road 

• Made ramp improvements at William Cannon Drive 

• Added a third southbound general-purpose lane south of William Cannon Drive  

• Extended the left turn lane at Lake Austin Boulevard 

• Added more bike/pedestrian facilities throughout the corridor 

A technical memorandum will detail the modeled travel times, by lane type, for the alternatives and operational configurations considered for this project.  

http://www.mopacsouth.com/environmental/past-events.php
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#24: Traffic 
Conditions after 
2040 

The travel demand modeling and traffic operations analysis for the Draft EA will be consistent with the CAMPO 2040 Plan. Travel demand modeling and traffic analysis for the years or decades after 2040 is beyond the scope of the environmental study. 

#25: Concerns 
about large 
trucks  

Large trucks and vehicles with trailers will not be allowed in the express lane(s) per Mobility Authority Toll Policy.  

There is no funding in the CAMPO 2040 Plan to connect MoPac to I-35, extend the SH 45SW project east of FM 1626, or add more than two lanes in each direction to MoPac.   

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES/NEPA PROCESS  

#26: NEPA 
Decision-making 
Process 

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) assures that the decision-making process considers the input of many different stakeholders, technical professionals and the public.  A significant amount of public and agency outreach above the NEPA 
requirements has occurred including:  

• 1 Agency Scoping Meeting (October 29, 2013) 

• 4 Open Houses (November 11, 2015, February 26, 2015, April 29, 2014 and November 7, 2013) 

• 4 Virtual Open Houses 

• 1,922 official comments 

• 71 Stakeholder Meetings 

• 4 NEPA Technical Working Group Meetings 

• 1 Bicycle and Pedestrian Technical Working Group Meeting 

• Four 40-day comment periods 

• Display advertisements 

• Letters to adjacent property owners 

• Email meeting notification and n-newsletters 

• Stakeholder meetings 

• Elected official outreach 

• Social media 

• Media outreach 

• Dynamic message boards on the roads 

The Mobility Authority and TxDOT will continue to listen to and engage the community throughout the MoPac South Environmental Study. 

#27: The 
Environmental 
Study  

In accordance with federal regulations, when the significance of impacts of a transportation project proposal is uncertain, an Environmental Assessment (EA) is prepared to assist in making this determination (40 CFR 1508.9).  Proposed improvements 
considered in the MoPac South EA involve added capacity on an existing highway.  Some (minimal) additional ROW and temporary construction easements may be required; no displacements are anticipated.  An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be 
prepared if significant impacts are discovered during the course of preparing the EA. This approach also complies with the TxDOT environmental procedures. 

The study team is committed to assessing potential direct, indirect and cumulative environmental impacts through the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process. Potential impacts to the following will be considered: endangered species and wildlife; 
Barton Creek Greenbelt and Barton Springs; Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone and water quality; water resources, wetlands, floodplains; vegetation; cultural resources; traffic noise; air quality; socioeconomic issues, including community cohesion; geology and 
soils; visual and aesthetic qualities; parkland; and bicycle and pedestrian facilities. The findings will be published in an EA document and made available to the community. 

The EA can consider one or more build alternatives.  The MoPac South Environmental Study includes an analysis of alternatives for addressing the purpose and need for improvements.  The analysis evaluates a wide range of alternatives, eliminates those that do 
not meet the Purpose and Need, and then continues to evaluate the remaining alternatives against a more specific set of goals and objectives that derive from the purpose and need.  Once an alternative is determined to do the best job of meeting the purpose 
and need and addressing the goals and objectives, different operational configurations for that alternative can be considered in order to ensure safe and effective traffic operations and compare and minimize environmental effects. The result is a more refined 
transportation concept for which more detailed design engineering and environmental studies can be conducted. The EA will compare potential effects of proposed improvements, both beneficial and adverse, to the No-Build Alternative. 

#28: Purpose 
and Need 

The purpose of the project is to: 

• Provide an opportunity for reliable travel times along MoPac between Cesar Chavez and Slaughter Lane 

• Improve operational efficiency (reduce delay, maximize utilization of available capacity) 

• Create a dependable and consistent route for transit  

• Facilitate reliable emergency response 

 

The problems are we trying to address (project need): 
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• Current congestion levels are creating unreliable travel times  

• Forecasted population, traffic and employment growth, resulting in increased congestion and delay 

• Existing facilities do not meet current traffic demand 

• Emergency response times are impacted by traffic congestion 

 

Other Goals and Objectives, identified through public and agency involvement and stakeholder engagement, are used to help clarify the purpose and need and aid in the evaluation of alternatives. The goals and objectives include, but are not limited to:  

• Be constructible without unnecessary impacts to the natural and human environment 

• Avoid and minimize impacts to water quality 

• Deliver relief in a timely manner. 

 

Other Goals and Objectives, identified through public and agency involvement and stakeholder engagement, are used to help clarify the purpose and need and aid in the evaluation of alternatives. The goals and objectives include, but are not limited to: be 
constructible without unnecessary impacts to the natural and human environment, avoid and minimize impacts to water quality and deliver relief in a timely manner.  Irrespective of any controversy, projects that have an identified source of construction 
funding are generally delivered more quickly than projects that do not.   

The environmental document will present an evaluation of potential direct, indirect and cumulative effects. This evaluation helps to determine how well the project would meet these goals and objectives. Preliminary alternatives considered include 
Transportation Systems Management/Travel Demand Management (TSM/TDM); Add General Purpose Lanes; Add High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) Lane(s); Add Transit Only Lane(s); and Add Express Lane(s).   

#29: Three 
Projects should 
be Single Study 

Congress has directed that federally-funded highway projects must flow from metropolitan and statewide transportation planning processes (pursuant to 23 United States Code (USC) 134-135 and 49 USC 5303-5306). Regulations require that the entire project 
described in the environmental decisional document shall be consistent with the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) and the fiscally-constrained Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). In order for a highway project to be considered fully 
developed for inclusion in the MTP and STIP it must have logical termini, have independent utility and not restrict consideration of alternatives for other reasonably foreseeable transportation improvements.   

The MoPac Intersections project and the SH 45SW project are each listed in the MTP and STIP as stand-alone projects because they have logical termini and independent utility; and MoPac South is listed as a standalone project in the TIP undergoing 
environmental evaluation. The SH 45SW project and MoPac Intersections project have each recently been environmentally cleared and are currently in final design.   

For MoPac South, the most current MTP and STIP are the Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization’s (CAMPO) 2040 Plan and TxDOT’s 2015-2018 STIP.  The logical termini for the MoPac South Project are Cesar Chavez and Slaughter Lane. These are 
rational end points for the transportation improvement because they A) sufficiently encompass the area needed to achieve the purpose of the project:   provide an opportunity for reliable travel times; improve operational efficiency (reduce delay, maximize 
utilization of available capacity); create a dependable and consistent route for transit; and facilitate reliable emergency response, and B) allow environmental issues to be analyzed on a sufficiently broad scope to ensure that the project would function properly 
without requiring additional improvements elsewhere.  The MoPac South Project has independent utility because the proposed improvements would function as a usable roadway and would not require implementation of any other project to operate.  In 
addition, the project would not restrict the consideration of alternatives for other reasonably foreseeable transportation improvements. 

Direct, indirect and cumulative effects will be analyzed in the draft EA for MoPac South, including effects on the Edwards Aquifer. See the Cumulative Impacts (#42) response for more information about how the effects of other projects, in combination with the 
proposed MoPac South project, are evaluated. 

 

#30: Water 
Quality 

Because this segment of MoPac South is within the Edwards Aquifer recharge zone, the study would also include the preparation of a Water Pollution Abatement Plan (WPAP) for approval by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ). Any new 
impervious cover over the recharge zone must meet the Edwards Aquifer Rules for the removal of total suspended solids from storm water runoff.  All construction sites greater than one acre that discharge storm water associated with construction activities to 
surface waters are required to obtain a General Permit to Discharge (General Permit TXR150000) from the TCEQ. A Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SW3P) will be developed after the environmental decision and during the plan, specification and estimate 
(PS&E) process to describe the storm water management controls and various Best Management Practices (BMPs) necessary to reduce pollutants in stormwater runoff. The SW3P will include emergency procedures in the event of a hazardous spill during 
construction and include the use of sediment curtains to contain any sediment disturbed and prevent displacement (cloudy and muddy water) when working within waterways. The SW3P will be developed in accordance with the guidelines set forth in the 
General Permit document.  

Through the implementation of its Edward’s Aquifer Rules, the TCEQ requires the removal of at least 80 percent of Total Suspended Solids (TSS) from roadway storm water runoff prior to the release of the runoff into the surrounding ecosystem. TSS is a water 
quality measurement used by the TCEQ to limit pollution of natural water flows by managing storm water runoff. 

This project will consider upgrading and replacing existing water quality structures and implementing other BMPs to the corridor including special permeable pavement (known as Porous Friction Course, or PFC), vegetative filter strips and water quality ponds. 

#31: Threatened 
& Endangered 
Species 

No endangered species were encountered during the 2014/2015 field surveys and 2016 surveys are underway. Research and field investigations conducted in the summer of 2013 and spring of 2014 and 2015 indicate that potential habitat for four candidates 
for federal listing and two federally listed endangered species occur in the vicinity of the proposed project. Candidate species include one plant, the bracted twist flower, and three mollusks (freshwater mussels). Federally listed endangered species include one 
karst invertebrate, the Bee Creek Cave harvestman and one bird, the Golden-cheeked Warbler. No potential habitat for two federally listed endangered salamanders, the Austin blind salamander and the Barton Springs salamander, was encountered within the 
right of way.  The EA will detail the potential for impacts to protected species.  Mitigation measures, such as water quality best management practices and clearing vegetation outside of nesting season, will be incorporated into the MoPac South project to avoid 
and minimize impacts to threatened and endangered species.  A technical memorandum will be prepared as part of the study and the findings will be summarized in the EA.  

#32: Vegetation 
& Wildlife 

Mobility improvements in this area will require the removal of trees, primarily in the median of the existing main lanes. Minimizing impacts to trees will be considered during preliminary and final design. Disturbed areas will be restored, re-graded and reseeded 
in accordance with TxDOT’s Vegetation Management Guidelines, the Executive Order 13112 on Invasive Species and the Executive Memorandum on Beneficial Landscaping. Regionally native and non-invasive plants will be used in landscaping and revegetation. 
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Best management practices will be implemented to provide temporary erosion control during construction and permanent erosion control after the project is complete. Likewise, measures taken to protect vegetation, water quality and parklands will also help 
protect urban wildlife. 

#33: Flooding & 
Floodplains 

The hydraulic design for the proposed improvements will be in accordance with current TxDOT design policies (TxDOT’s Hydraulic Design Manual and Roadway Design Manual). The facility would permit the conveyance of the 100-year flood, inundation of the 
roadway being acceptable, while minimizing damage to the facility, Johnson Creek watershed, Lady Bird Lake watershed, Eanes Creek watershed, Barton Creek watershed, Williamson Creek watershed or other property. The proposed project would not increase 
the base flood elevation to a level that would violate applicable floodplain regulations or ordinances. Coordination with the local Floodplain Administrator is required. 

#34: Light 
Pollution 

All highway illumination will be designed to conform to the latest edition of the TxDOT Highway Illumination Manual. Analyses will be conducted to determine the need for and extent of continuous illumination and safety lighting along ramps and at 
intersections. The decision-making procedures that govern highway illumination in Texas do contain provisions for addressing sky glow and light trespass issues, including consideration for alternative luminaires (e.g. LED) and glare shields. 

#35: Community 
Impacts 

A technical memorandum will be prepared for the project detailing the effects of the project on community resources such as neighborhoods, schools, community facilities and commercial area as well as the effect of the project on low-income and/or minority 
populations (see the Environmental Justice (#36) response for more details).  The analysis will describe potential impacts to private property including displacements and effects to adjacent property values and will evaluate the effects of the project on 
community cohesion and access and mobility. The findings in the technical memorandum will be summarized in the EA.  

By its very nature, construction can be a disruptive process. If the project is approved for construction, neighbors should anticipate increased noise, light pollution and dust. It is a Mobility Authority priority to work with contractors to minimize disruption 
whenever possible. Disruption of travel patterns and traffic during construction will be mitigated through a traffic control plan. The traffic control plan will include accommodations for maintaining access for motorized vehicles as well as for pedestrians and 
cyclists. The plan will be consistent with all local, state and federal traffic and safety regulations. Notification of detours or changes to travel patterns will be posted via signage and timely communication will be provided to affected residences, businesses, transit 
providers and emergency services providers.  See the Traffic Noise (#39), Air Quality (#38), Visual & Aesthetic/CSS, Safety (#1) and Traffic in Surrounding Neighborhoods (#21) responses for more details on these topics. 

#36: 
Environmental 
Justice 

The EA will address potential effects on low-income and minority populations per Executive Order 12898 and in accordance with TxDOT’s guidance on the evaluation of environmental justice aspects of tolling. 

#37: Visual & 
Aesthetics/CSS 

Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) is a collaborative approach to developing transportation facilities that fit within their surroundings. The goal of CSS is to preserve and enhance scenic, aesthetic, historic, community and environmental resources, while improving 
or maintaining safety, mobility and infrastructure conditions.  
 
A CSS process for the project was initiated at Open House #3 (held on February 26, 2015), and the team continues to receive input on this topic. 
 
The principles of CSS will continue to guide the design of the project, which will help unify the look and feel of the corridor. These components include potential noise barriers - if deemed reasonable and feasible, bridges, retaining walls, lighting, bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities as well as landscape/hardscape treatments. 

#38: Air Quality A quantitative air quality analysis will be completed for the proposed build alternative following the latest version of TxDOT’s Environmental Handbook for Air Quality.  The traffic data to be used in the analyses for this project will be sourced from the CAMPO 
2040 travel demand model. The 2040 traffic assumes that all projects listed in the CAMPO 2040 Plan are built (including MoPac South, MoPac Intersections, SH 45SW and all other proposed transportation improvements such as transportation demand 
management projects and transit improvements). As such, the evaluation of traffic noise and air quality impacts will rely on the cumulative traffic conditions resulting from the fully built out 2040 transportation network.  The results of that analysis will be made 
available at future public meetings and will be included as part of the EA document. 

#39: Noise As part of the environmental study, the Mobility Authority is required by the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) to prepare and document a Traffic Noise Analysis. The analysis will follow the latest 
version of TxDOT's Environmental Handbook for Traffic Noise. The analysis considers the current level of noise at many locations throughout the study area, calculates existing and projected future traffic noise levels, and considers noise abatement measures 
(such as sound walls) if the predicted future noise levels exceed acceptable noise levels for properties that surround the project, based on the FHWA Noise Abatement Criteria Table. The results of that analysis will be shared once available, and will be included 
as part of the Environmental Assessment (EA) document. The noise analysis is performed on the Recommended Build Alternative. 

 

If sound walls are deemed to be reasonable and feasible, a noise workshop and voting process would follow. For more information, visit fhwa.dot.gov/environment/noise/noise_barriers/ 

 

The noise analysis will also be considered in the cultural resources and community impact assessment. 

#40: Parklands Any potential impacts will be considered in the operational configurations comparative analysis to identify a Recommended Build Alternative. Next, the Environmental Assessment will discuss all potential temporary and permanent impacts to parklands and 
trails, including 4(f) and 6(f) protected properties and resources for the Preferred Build Alternative and no build alternative. See the Noise (#39) and Visual and Aesthetics/CSS (#37) responses for more information. 

TxDOT’s right-of-way extends over Lady Bird Lake, Barton Creek Green Belt, and other trails that extend under MoPac, which are used by pedestrians, bicyclists and watercraft enthusiasts. Any improvements would be designed and constructed in a manner that 
avoids and minimizes disruption of recreational activities. It has not been determined whether temporary closures of recreation facilities during construction will be needed. This could include the pedestrian bridge over Lady Bird Lake under the southbound 
bridge. No permanent closures are anticipated. 

 

The EA will discuss all potential temporary and permanent impacts to parklands as a result of the project. 
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#41: Indirect 
Impacts 

(Induced 
Growth) 

An Indirect Impacts Analysis will be conducted in accordance with TxDOT’s guidance and will consider the effects of the project on land development activities in the region as well as the effects of this potential growth on the natural and human environment. In 
order to ensure a comprehensive evaluation of the potential for induced growth related to the project, input was collected from land use experts with demonstrated knowledge of local environmental conditions and current planning and development trends in 
the region.  The detailed analysis of induced growth impacts will be presented in a technical memorandum and findings will be summarized in the EA. 

#42: Cumulative 
Impacts 

A Cumulative Impacts Analysis will be conducted in accordance with TxDOT’s guidance. The cumulative impacts analysis will focus on resources anticipated to be impacted by the proposed project (either directly or indirectly), as well as resources that are 
considered at risk or in poor or declining health.  In order to thoroughly assess the potential cumulative impacts to a resource, project impacts will be considered along with other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions. Reasonably foreseeable 
future actions include all of the funded transportation projects identified in CAMPO’s 2040 Plan as well as reasonably foreseeable future changes in land use resulting from current and projected population and employment changes.  CAMPO’s 2040 Plan 
includes the MoPac Intersections Project and the SH 45SW Project. The detailed analysis will be presented in a technical memorandum and findings will be summarized in the EA. 

#43: 
Construction 
Impacts 

Traffic Impacts during Construction: 

Disruption of travel patterns and traffic during construction will be minimized through a traffic control plan. The traffic control plan will include accommodations for maintaining access for motorized vehicles as well as for pedestrians and cyclists. The plan will 
be consistent with all local, state and federal traffic and safety regulations. Notification of detours or changes to travel patterns will be posted via signage and timely communication will be provided to affected residences, businesses, transit providers and 
emergency services providers. 

Vegetation/Trees Impacts during Construction:  

The mobility improvements could require the removal of trees, primarily in the median of the existing main lanes. Minimizing impacts to trees will be considered during preliminary and final design. Measures will be taken to minimize impacts to vegetation. 
Disturbed areas will be restored, re-graded and reseeded in accordance with TxDOT’s Vegetation Management Guidelines, the Executive Order 13112 on Invasive Species and the Executive Memorandum on Beneficial Landscaping. Regionally native and non-
invasive plants will be used in landscaping and revegetation. Best management practices will be implemented to provide temporary erosion control during construction and permanent erosion control after the project is complete. 

Construction Phasing: 

A project’s construction phasing occurs during final design, after an environmental decision has been made. If the Build Alternative is selected in the environmental decision for the MoPac South Project, the project will be fully designed and construction phasing 
will be incorporated as part of the plans, specifications and estimates (PS&E) development process. 

IH-35 – SH 45SW – MOPAC INTERSECTIONS – MOPAC SOUTH 

#44 Timing of 
MoPac South, 
MoPac 
Intersections 
and SH 45SW 

An environmental decision for the MoPac South Project is anticipated in 2017 and construction could begin in 2018, with the facility being open to traffic in 2021. These dates are subject to environmental clearance and financing.  The MoPac Intersections 
Project received an environmental decision in December 2015 and construction is scheduled to begin in 2016 and be completed in 2-3 years. Construction of SH 45SW is scheduled to begin around the same time as the MoPac Intersections Project. The MoPac 
main lanes extending under Slaughter Lane and under La Crosse Avenue are scheduled to open before SH 45SW is open to traffic.  Once SH 45SW is open to traffic, the shift in local traffic to MoPac may cause travel times on MoPac to increase slightly between 
SH 45 and William Cannon Drive due to northbound drivers opting to use SH 45SW to MoPac instead of Brodie Lane and Manchaca Road.  North of William Cannon Drive, no increase in volumes or travel times is anticipated.  If the shift in local traffic patterns 
through the intersections in this area of MoPac creates backups at signals, the City of Austin may elect to make adjustments to signal timing. Intersection improvements approved for Slaughter Lane and La Crosse Avenue are also expected to improve travel 
times. 

#45: MoPac will 
become an I-35 
Bypass/Keep 
MoPac Local 

The I-35 – SH 45SW – MoPac Loop:  In the 1980s a loop was proposed for the Austin area but the plan was abandoned in the early 1990s. SH 45SW is a four-lane divided toll road currently in the final design phase that will connect the southern end of MoPac to 
FM 1626. As part of the CAMPO planning process, Hays County included an unfunded study in the CAMPO 2040 Plan to look at the feasibility of an extension of SH 45SW that would connect I-35 to SH 45SW; however, the Plan does not identify funding for the 
study nor does it designate it as a reasonably foreseeable project within the 2040 planning horizon (see 3 Projects should be Single Study #29) response for more information about how projects are identified in the CAMPO 2040 Plan).  There is no plan to build 
an 18-mile toll loop. 

Traffic Impacts of “Loop”/Keep MoPac Local:  The proposed improvements on MoPac would improve mobility along MoPac and thereby improve access to the adjacent communities, businesses, parklands and community facilities; the project would not result 
in adverse impacts to community cohesion.  Projected population growth will lead to more vehicles on MoPac South regardless of whether or not the proposed MoPac South improvements are constructed. The MoPac South Project would add additional 
capacity and provide better travel times for all users. The new capacity will be used by current MoPac drivers as well as drivers currently cutting through neighborhoods and using other routes, such as Congress Ave., Barton Springs Road and Lamar Boulevard. 

Improvements to MoPac could draw traffic from several competing facilities, including I-35.  

#46: Extension of 
SH 45SW to I-35 

SH 45SW is a four-lane divided toll road currently in final design that will connect the southern end of MoPac to FM 1626. As part of the CAMPO planning process, Hays County included an unfunded study in the CAMPO 2040 Plan to look at the feasibility of an 
extension of SH 45SW that would connect MoPac to I-35 via SH 45SW.  There is no funding in the CAMPO 2040 Plan to connect MoPac to I-35, extend the SH 45SW project east of FM 1626, or add more than two lanes in each direction to MoPac. No projects of 
this nature are moving forward. 

In response to community inquiries about potential impacts to MoPac traffic as a result of an I-35/MoPac theoretical connection, the Mobility Authority worked with Stantec Consulting Services, which specializes in traffic studies, to produce a traffic report on 
these potential changes. That report looks at what the potential trips per day would be in 2030 and 2040 on both SH 45SW and MoPac South near Slaughter Lane, assuming that express lane(s) are added to MoPac South. The report concluded that completing a 
freeway connection between I-35 and MoPac South would have a minimal effect on MoPac traffic, adding only about 2,600 more vehicles daily in 2030 (and 3,600 more vehicles in 2040) than if SH 45SW stopped at FM 1626. Without a connection between 
MoPac and I-35, an average of 54,700 vehicles is expected to travel daily on the southern end of MoPac in 2030.  

#47: Removing 
Tolls from SH 
130 as a Relief 
Route for I-35 

The Texas Transportation Institute evaluated what the impact would be to I-35 if tolls were removed from SH 130. Their analysis showed that the majority of traffic on I-35 is local drivers making local trips. These drivers would not elect to take SH 130, even if 
the tolls were removed, because their trips were over short distances within the I-35 corridor.   

The Texas Department of Transportation is working on an extensive program to improve I-35, called Mobility 35. Learn more about those efforts online at http://www.mobility35.org/capital/default.htm. 

http://www.mopacsouth.com/environmental/express-lanes-alternative.php
http://www.mobility35.org/capital/default.htm
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PUBLIC AND AGENCY INVOLVEMENT 

#48: General 
Public 
Involvement 

A significant amount of advertising, most of which included information on how to submit official comments, occurred prior to the November 10, 2015 Open House, including:   

• 3 ad placements (Austin American Statesman, Austin Chronicle and the West Austin News) 

• Mail distribution of a postcard to 46,000 homes 

• Regular outreach on Twitter 

• 2 e-newsletters 

• 2 large stakeholder workshops  

• A Virtual Open House beginning on October 21 and running through November 20 

• Messaging signs along MoPac 

• Website updates 

Submitting comments via fax remains one of the many official ways to submit comments. We apologize for any technical issues encountered during a fax submission. The Mobility Authority also accepts comments via mail, e-mail, hand-delivered, in person 
through the comment box at the Open House, verbal to the court reporter at the Open House, and via the online form. We are working to ensure that, in the future, attachments can be added to online form submissions to maximize the convenience of the 
form.  

All comments submitted during the official comment period are now available verbatim on the project website at http://www.mopacsouth.com/environmental/public-input.php. In accordance with the policy set forth by the National Environmental Policy Act 
and the Texas Department of Transportation, the project team will hold at least one additional official comment period as part of the Public Hearing. 

Detailed information about potential environmental impacts of the project will be made available in the draft EA and accompanying technical memoranda. 

#49: 
Coordination 
with COA and 
Others 

The MoPac South Environmental Study public engagement program has been specifically designed and conducted to include dozens of stakeholder meetings and workshops with neighborhoods and community groups, as well as a NEPA Technical Work Group 
with local, state and federal agencies. The City of Austin and City of Rollingwood have been included in several stakeholder meetings and workshops and both cities participate in the Technical Work Group. Informal coordination between the Mobility Authority 
and the City of Austin, Capital Metro and CAMPO is ongoing. 

OTHER PROJECTS 

#50: Oak Hill 
Parkway 

The Oak Hill Parkway project is also in the environmental study phase. You can learn more about the project online at http://www.oakhillparkway.com.  

#51: MoPac 
Intersections 

MoPac Intersections received a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) in December 2015 and is now in final design.  The FONSI, Final EA and Public Hearing Summary and Analysis Report are available at 
http://www.mopacsouth.com/intersections/environmental-study.php. 

#52: City of 
Austin Roadways 

Cesar Chavez Street and Lake Austin Boulevard and 45th Street are owned by the City of Austin, which would take the lead on any improvement efforts on these roadways. Similarly, the amount of parking available in downtown Austin is dictated by City of 
Austin downtown development goals and regulations. To the extent that proposed City of Austin improvements address the purpose and need of the project, the Mobility Authority would support City of Austin efforts that improve roadways that connect with 
the project. 

#53: MoPac 
Improvement 
Project (MIP) 

More information about the MoPac Improvement Project can be found at www.mopacexpress.com.  Specific information about the construction of the MoPac Improvement Project can be found here: http://www.mopacexpress.com/construction/index.php. 

#54: Rail Transit The Lone Star Rail District proposes to develop a passenger rail line to serve the Austin-San Antonio region. The Rail District is currently conducting an environmental impact review of the project. Information about the project and the environmental study can 
be found at: www.lonestarrail.com. Project Connect is a joint effort between the City of Austin, Capital Metro, CAMPO and the Lone Star Rail District to plan a regional high-capacity transit system in Central Texas. See www.projectconnect.com for more details. 

 

http://www.oakhillparkway.com/
http://www.mopacsouth.com/intersections/environmental-study.php
http://www.mopacexpress.com/
http://www.mopacexpress.com/construction/index.php
http://www.lonestarrail.com/
http://www.projectconnect.com/

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































